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JAN UAJ{Y

13, 1875.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR,
1Vashington, D. 0., Janucwy 9, 1875.
.sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report, dated
the 8th instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, inviting the
attention of this Department to the provision in the twelfth article of
the treaty concluded with several bands of the Ute Indians in Colorado,
_ March 2, 1868, (Stats., vo1. 15, p. 619,) providing· the sum of $30,000 annually, to be expended for food for said !mEans, under the direction of
the Secretary of the Interior, &c.
The Commissioner recommends, inasmuch as the item does not appear
in the appropriation bill now before tlle House, that the subject be laid
before Congress for its action, in order that the usual appropriation
may be iuserted in the Indian appropriation bill for .the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876; -and also that the appropriat ion wliich should have
been made for the present fiscal year be also included, to be made
available immediately.
The subject is respectfully submitted to Congress, with t.lie request
that the bill now pending may be amended in the manner recommended
by the Commissioner.
Very respectfully, yonr obedient sen·aut,
B. R. COWEN,
Acting Secretary.
The 8PEAKER of the House of Representatives.

DEP ARTffiENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE Of INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Wa.shington, D . C., Janua~-y 8, 1875.
SIR: I lia1e tlie honor to invite the attention of tlle Department to
the twelfth article of ,t he treaty eoncl nlled with the Tabeq uache, Mnache,
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Capote, Weminucbe, YampR, Grauel River, and Uintah bands of Dte
Inclians in Colorado, March 2, 1868, (Stats., vol. 15, p. 619,) which provides " that an additional sum sufficient, in the discretion of Congress,
(but not to exceed thirty thousand dollars per annum,) to supply the
wants of said Indians for food, shall be annually expended, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in supplying said Indians
wi~h bee~, mutton, wheat, flour, beans, and potato~s~ until such time as
smd Indians shall be found to be capable of sustammg themsel"\es."
This sum of $30,000 bas been appropriated annually by Congress
until the present fiscal year; and, although regularly estimated for, iu
accordance with the provisions just quoted, it does not appear in the
appropriation bill for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, as reported
tothe House of l{epresentati..-es.
It is respectfully submitted that these Indians are not " capable of
sustaining tbemseh·es," and tllat the appropriation should be continued,
as proYided in the provision of the treaty above quoted, " uutil such
time as said Indians shall be found to be capable of sustaining themselves."
The articles of agreemeu t coucluded with these Indians by Mr. Brunot,
and ratified by Congress, (see act of April 29, 1874, pamp. eel. Stats. at
Large, p. 36,) stipulates that" all the provisions of the treaty of eighteen
hundred and sixty-eight not altered by t.his agreement shall continue in
force.'' 'l'here is nothing in said agreement which alters the twelfth
article of the treaty of 18G8, providing for this appropriation of $30,000,
nor is there anything known to this Office ''hich would relie>e the Go>·
er11ment from the obligation in curred thereby. On the contrary, it was
expn•ssly understood by the Utes, when consenting·, after long dissent,
to the agreement of a cession of a portion of their reservation, that t he
compensation named in the agreement was a sum additional to that they
were then recei viug; and i t cann(\t be made to appear to them in any
other light than that the Go,·ernrnent has taken a large and valuable
portion of their reservrttion, and now declines to pay them for it. It
should be stated, further, that.these Indians have at no distant clay to
be taken up and supported entirely, to keep them from depredating and
fighting, as the Sioux are now fed, unless they can receive sucli aid as will
enable them to begin their self-support iu herding sheep and cattle.
I therefore respectfully recommend that this subject be laid before
Congress for its action, in order that the usual appropriation may be
inserted in t he Indian appropriation llill for the tlscal year endin g June
30, 1876; and also that tlle appropriation which should have been made
for tlte present fiscal year be also included, to be matle available immediately.
In addition to the oblig·ations of the Go>ernment to carry out tbe
stipulation referred to, I desire to add that there are uo funds now on
hand out of which tbese Indians can be supplied witb food during the
present fiscal year, except a small remnant of interest on their invested
funds, as pro..-ided by the third article of the agreement aboYe referred
to.
Very respectfnll:f, your obedient sernwt,
'
EDvV. P. SMITH,
Oommiosioncr.
Honorable SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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